
Create control 
using the three rules of cross-examination.

TO ORDER: 



A witness’s body language may tell as much as his verbal answers. At the
end of the above examination, a carefully questioned witness, when asked if
he is the best liar he knows, will not shrink, hesitate, or act defensively towards
the jury. The witness will act as if he were proud of his status as a liar. The jury
will not be proud of him.

§ 10.50 Proceeding from the General Question One Fact at a Time

Makes the Specific Answer Inescapable

The following line of questions illustrates the point that one fact at a time
progresses logically and inevitably, both for the witness and the jury:

Q: When you got back to the apartment you noticed you were
missing your lighter?

A: Yes.

Q: You discussed it missing that night?

A: Yes, a little.

Q: It was the lighter you had used to light a cigarette when you
got into the van?

A: Yes.

Q: It was a metal lighter?

A: Sure.

Q: You realized that it had spilled from your purse?

A: Yeah.

Q: You figured out it was left in the van?

A: Yes.

Q: And that your fingerprints on that lighter were going to lead
the investigation to you?

A: Yes.

§ 10.51 The General to the Specific Creates Interest

This method of questioning can make the mundane issue of the size of the
carry-on bag in a drug courier profile case interesting:

Q: Airlines have regulations that are backed up by federal law
on what size of bag you can carry on the plane, don’t they?

A: Yes.

Q: It has to fit under the seat?

A: Yes.

Q: Or in the overhead compartment?

A: Yes.
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